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Hebr. IX. 27, 28. 


And,as it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after ths the Fndgment ; So Chriſt was once 
m to bear the fins of many, 'and unto 
them that look, for him ſball he appear the 

T — 200ve; Withoes MT ſolvation. 


AN webiora to die.nnd he dies in 
order to his laſt Judgment. This 
WB. is an hard (Sentence ; but. the 

k latter part of the Text mollifies 
it 3 $0 Chriſt was once offered to bear the fins of 
many, and unto them that look for him ſhall 
he appear the ſecond time, without ſin, unto 


ſalvation. 


The Propoſition is terrible , but the Red- 
dition is comfortable. 

The Scope of the Apoſtle in this Chapter 
1s to prove thatthe Sacrifice of Chriſt exceeds 
in worth and merit all the Sacrifices of the 
A 3 Law. 


_— 
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Law. And one Argument is this, That the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt was ſo perfeQ, that it needs 
not to be repeated ; But whereas the Sacri- 
fices of the Law were offered by the High- 
Prieſt yearly, our Lord Jeſus by one fingle 
oblation of himſelf hath obtained eternal Re- 
demption for us. . And this Argument # il- 
luſtrated in the words of my Text 3 As men 
dic once, ſo Chriſt died once for men ; ' for 
his death was equivalent to many deaths : 
And as men after.death;muſt : appear to be 
judged, ſo Jeſus Chriſt after his death ſhall 
appear to judge men. He ſhall die'no more, 
but when-ever he appears again, it ſhall be to 
judge the world, and to ſave his.Elg&t. This 
praves the vertue and merit of tis death; for 


if Chriſt by his death had not: wholly *di(- 


charged himſelf from the imputation of fin, 
he muſt have been a Priſoner, and not a 
Judge. 

Now as the words ſhew us the ſufficiency 
of Chriſts mediation, ſo in the ſecond place 
the ſuitableneſs thereof to thoſe eſtates 
whercunto all mankind- is ordained. We 
muſt all die of neceſſity, we muſt all come to 


Judg- 


ms 


- 
> 
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ew 3 but this we have for our comfort, 
eſus Chriſt is gone before us in Death, and 
will meet us in the day of Judgment 

And from hence we raile this Obſervation. 


Thoſe laft, inevitable, and dreadful eftates of 


Death and Judgment are ſanGified and (weet- 
ned to all true Believers by the precious Death 
and glorious Appearance of Feſus Chrift. 

Death and Judgment are the terrors of 
mankind, but they are conſecrated into bleſ- 
fings and comforts by the death of Chriſt, and 
the appearance of Chriſt. 

The Dodrine falls into two Parts. 

I. Jeſus Chriſt hath ſanified to us a dy- 
ing eſtate by his own Death. 

2. He will ſweeten to us our day of Judg- 
ment by his own Appearance. 

To begin with the firſt. 

We areall ſubjeR to a ſtage vf death, and 
chat, not by hap or chance, but by the ap- 
pointment of the living God. 

It is appointed unto men once to die. 

1. In Godsſecret and everlaſting Decree. 

2. In thatexpreſs Decree, Gez. 3.19.Duſt 
thou art, and unto duſt ſhalt thou return. God 
hath 


Dodd. 
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hath ſaid it, and hath performed his word io 


all ages 3 So that we muſt needs dye, and are 
as water'{pilt upon the ground. 
Now ſeeing we (cannot poſſibly avoid a 
dying condition, let -us fee how we can di- 
eſtit. And truly if we look back upon its 
ſt Inſtitution, and the occaſion of it, we 


ſhall find it to be full of malignity and bit- 


ternels. 
For what is death, but the curſe of the 


- great God upon rebellious mah, the bitter 


fruit of (in, a period to all earthly comforts, 
and the beginning of an everlaſting Hell ? 
Death deſtroys vital union, diſſolves the knot 
of natural Relations, divorces the wife from 
her husband, pulls the child ont'6f his'fathers 
boſom 3 it marrs the greateſt beauties, ſtaitis 
the pride of earthly'glory ; it degrades the 
Honourable, binds the'ſtrong, 'bepgars, the 
rich 4/'it caſts ts ont bf- our hotiſts/#nd cpo|- 
ſeſſions, diſappotntyourearthly expe&ations; 
laa word, it rends a 'man afunger,iand {ends 
part-&f- hitn irito-the priſon of ch&Qrabe; and 
the '6ther part: Fttb'the Juingebn 6f Hell. 
Ard now what Will 'ye do in the'Gay of Viſi- 

cation ? 
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tation ? How will you ſave your ſelves ? To 
whom will ye flee for help, and where will 
you leave your glory? Can your hearts en- 
dure, or your hands be made ſtrong in the day 
that the great God ſhall deal with you ? O 
unhappy Mortals, that are born to ſuch-miſe- 
ry, who have no ſooner cntred a fiogle life, 
but are liable to a double death! 

And ſurely if the Son of God had not died 
in our Nature, we ſhould envy the condicion 
of Toads and Serpents 3; we ſhould.curſe the 
day of our birth, and tremble before the day 
of our death. But Chrift was once offered t9 
bear the fins of many, This offcring hath mi- 
tigated our ſtate of mortality. For as it is 
appointed to men once to die, ſo Jeſus Chriſt 
was appointed to die once for men. He died 


once, that we might not die ever. The blood _—y 20, 


of God was an acceptable ſacrifice to the Ju- 
ſtice of God. Infinite blood hath ſatisfied 
iofinite Juſtice. So that whereſoever this 
blood is ſprinkled, it redeems the ſoul to 
. God, even from t'1e hand of all her encmies. 
Particularly death threatned us with Hell and 
Damnation 3 But now the death of Chriſt is 

B the 
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= 13. b the plagues of Our death, and the peace of our 


2 Pet. 1, 
I4. 


fouls. And what is it now for us to die, but 
to paſs into the bofom of a reconciled God, 
to leave the world, and to go to our Fa- 
ther ? 

We die ſtill, yet it is upon anew account. 
As good Foſiab, though he died in blood, yet 
he went down into the grave in' peace. The 
ſentence of death, though it be ſtill paſſed 
upon us, yet its commillion is altered chrough 
Chriſt. , Before it was a Serjeant to carry us 
to the dark and dreadful priſon of Hell; but 
now it is as it were a Porter to ſet open Hea- 
ven-gates for us. Death hath a new Com- 


million, and a new aſpe@ by vertue of. the 
death of Chriſt. 


(1, Innocent.) 

Ic 15 6" Uſeful. | 

I. Innocent. The death of a faithful Chri- 
ſtian (for Iam ſpeaking now of fincere Belie- 
vers) I ſay, the death of a faithful Chriſtian 
doth him no hurt : What hurt is there in pat- 
ting off a ſuit of old cloaths ? I muſt ſbortly 
put off this earthly Tabernacle, ſays the Apoſtle 
Peter, and it did not greatly trouble him. 
What 
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What hurt is it for an impriſoned ſoul to be 
enlarged ? Or for a wearied body to take a 
ſhort nap inthe duſt ? Jeſus Chriſt hath ſuck- 
ed out all the venom of death. Chriſts death 
hath ſwallowed up the bitterneſs of ours. 


I.» Fhe Sting. ) 
2+ The Curſe. | | 
Chriſt hath taken away 3- The Shame. þ of Death. 


4+ The Terronr. 


$5 The Enmity. } ; 

x. Jeſus Chriſt hath pulled out the fiery 
ſting of death; u Cor. 15. 56. The fling of 
death is fin. Guilt is the vigour of death. 
Guilt and fin makes death to be venomous 
and deadly ; But a Child of God dies not up- 
on the account of fin, neither in his ſin, nor 
for his fin. Chriſt was offered up to bear our 
fins. That was the buſineſs of Chriſts death, 
to be a ſacrifice for fin. But - our death is a 
ſervice, nota ſacrifice. This is enough to 
make our death tolerable ; 'tis no puniſhment 
for our fins. | 

2. Chriſt by his death hath taken away the 
Curſe of our death. Death at the firſt was 
threatned as a Curſe, and as an Inſtrument of 


Godsrevenging Juſtice. But Feſus Chriſt by Gal. 3.13; 


B 2 uffer= 
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ſuffering the curſed death of the Croſs, bath ta- 
ken away the curſe of our death. Here is more 
comfort for us, Chriſtians ; death is not en- 
venomed: with the wrath of God ; It is no 
- blow in anger, no tbken of his diſpleaſure,no 
Curſe, but only a rougher ſort of love. 
3- Jeſus Chriſt hath taken off the ſhame of 
a dying condition. Death! was a ſhameful 
pena'ty inflicted upon ambitious man, that 
would needs have been'a God. Death was 
ſent to reproach him, to ſtain the pride of his 
glory. But our Lord cloathed himſelf with 
our ſhame, you know, how he was buffeted, 
derided, ſpit upon, crowned with thorns, a- 
rayed with mock-apparel. Why was this ? 
but totake off the reproach of our ſufferings, 
and the ſhame of our death. | 
4- Jeſus Chriſt by his agonies and trem- 
blings, and terrible ſufferings, hath freed us 
from the terrour of death. There is a fear of 
death ariſing from the natural conſtitution of 
man 3 this is aguiltleſs infirmity, which all 
are {ubjeA to. But then there is aſlaviſh fear 
of death, as it is penal, as it is an ifſue of the 
' primitive Curſe, and as it is a dreadful en- 
trance 
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trance into a ſtate of damnation. Now true 


Believers are delivered from the ſpirit of bon- TONER 


dage through the blood of Chrift. This alſo 
enables them to check their natural fear, as 
Hilarian did, when he cryed, Get thee out, my 
ſoul, get thee out ;, thou baſt ſerved Chriſt theſe 
ſevemy years, and art thou now afraid to die ? 
Laſtly, The E-mity of death is ſlain by 
the death of Chriſt. Ie intends us no mil- 
chief. Though i: may ſeem to threaten ns at 
a diſtance, yer i like Eſas) it is friendly in its 
addreſs. It is an enemy to our nature, but 
it isno enemy to our happineſs. It divides 
us, but it doth not deſtroy us. Nay this laſt 
enemy is become one of our chiefeſt friends. 
For when the world diſquicts us, pains tor- 
ment us, Friends and Phyſicians are of no va- 
lae, Death proves our Cure. When fin be- 
ſers us, temptations aſſault us, the Devils buf- 
fet us, death proves our deliverance. 
You ſee, my Beloved, what an innocent 
thing death is ; you may touch it, handle it, 
converſe with it, it will do you nohurt. Tc 


1s but a neceſſary Ceremony and Formality, 


through which we muſt pals into everlaſting 
glory. | As 
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As it is Innocent, {o it is Vſefal; For it is a 
blefling of God, a bleſſing of the new Co- 
venant. Death is yours. Dear Chriſtians , 
All are yours; And, as the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel are yours, and the worſd' is yours, 
and life is yours, ſo death is yours ;- yours 
in Covenant, yours to {erve you. If ye 
are Chriſts, death is yours 3 but if you are 
not Chriſts, you are Deaths, you are deaths 
priſoners 3; but in Chriſt we are deaths Ma- 
ſters. For all true Believers, though they 
have not made a Covenant with death, yet . 
' they have death in the Covenant. We call 
death a Debt of Nature, but to us it is the 
gift of God ; A Legacy rather than an Ex- 
action, A Priviledge rather than a Burden. Ir 
15 a conquered Enemy, and is become Tribu- 
tary to us. | 

1. It gives us reſt from all our labours. 
Rev. 14. 13. Bleſſed are the dead that die in 
the Lord, for they reſt from their labours, 
Theſe are our working days, our dies profeſti, 
the days of our toil and pilgrimage ; But there 
remains a reſt for the people of God, Heb. 4. g. 
There remains a Sabbatiſm ( as it is in the 
Original) 


— 
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' Original.) And deathis the evening of our 
everlaſting Sabbath. 

Here Gods people are Iabouring under fie In, 
and againſt fin, under temprations, and a- 
gainſt temprations, in their heavenly Cal- 
lings, and in their earthly Calltings. But 
then theſe weary Pilgrims (hall be at reſt, 
when their ſouls ſhall be lodged in the bo. 
ſom of Chriſt, and their bodies ſhall reſt ina 
bed of earth. Our fouls ſhall reſt in Hea- 
ven, and our fleſh ſhall reſt in Hope. 

2. Death enters us into our Maſters joy; 
into the preſence of God, where there is the 
fulneſs of joy. Here the Children of the 
Bride-chamber are faſting and mourning for 
the abſence of the Brigegroom. Here they 
hang their Harps upont the Willows , and how 
can they ſing /ongs in a ſtrange land > Bur when 
once they come into their Lords preſence, 
they ſhall break forth into ſinging 3 Everlaſt= 
ing joy ſhall be upon their heads, ſorrow and: 
ſighing fhall flye away. 

3. To dic is gain. For it perfets our 
knowledge, - Grace and Communion with 


God. Afas, here we know but in part. The 
Apoltle 


99 
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The Apoſile tells us, We are but children, we 


1s. * think as children, we diſcourſe as children ; but 


when'we are grown-up to a full ſtature in 
Chriſt, when we are qnce got to Heaven, we 
ſball put away theſe childiſh things. Then 
we ſhall ſee God as he is, and know him as 
we are known, and ſhall behold his face in 
righteouſneſs, and ſhall/be ſatisfied with his 
likeneſs. Then our Faith ſhall end in vifion,and 
our Hope in fruition, and our Graces ſhall be 
perfeQed inglory. ' Our Tove ſhall burn,our 
zeal ſhall lame, our holineſs (hall ſhine ; Then 
our peace ſhall be as a :iver, and our righte- 
ouſnels as the waves of the Seca. Then we 


. ſhall have perfe&, immediate, uninterrupted 


Communion with God. - 
This it isto die in the Lord. | 

But after death comes Judgment. There 
is a vain Argument that LaGantizs confures ; 
Epicurxs (lighted death upon this account, 
becauſe ſaid he,** Whilſt we are,death is not ; 
* ard when death is, we are not ; And there- 
*fore death is nothing to us But this man 


erred, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the 


power of God : For after death comes Judg- 


ment, 


he 
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ment, wherein the ſouls and bodies of men 
being re-united, all Nations, Tribes, and 
Languages ſhall appear before the living God 
to'give an account of their lives, and to re- 
ceive their final ſentence. Now it is the 
dreadfulneſs of the day of Judgment, that 
makes the day of Death ſo terrible. And 
the poor guilty ſoul was not more loth to 
part with her body in the day of Death, than 
ſhe ſhall be to re-enter it in the day of Judg- 
ment. 

When the Lord Jeſus ſhall appear from bea- , r1ex,. 
ven with his mighty Angels in flaming fire, to '>* 
take vengeance on all thoſe that know not God, 
and obey not the Goſpel of Chriſt, where then 
will guilty finners appear ? Or where will 
you hide your ſelves from the preſence of the 
Lamb ? Alas, there will be no poſlibility of 
eſcaping his te rrible preſence; you ſhall ſee 
him coming in the Clouds, you ſhall hear him 
pronouncing your dreadful Doom, you ſhall 
feel him preflſing down your fouls with the 
power of his wrath. 

Bur fear not, little flock; for your Enemies 
ſhall not fit in JO_ 3 When you ſhall 


COme 
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Pſa. 22.6, 
7. 


come upon tryal | for your lives, to have your 
everlaſting eſtate determined : It is your 
Friend, your Brother , your Advocate that 
ſhall be your Judge : 'Tis he that led you by 
the hand through the- valley of death, that 
ſhall meet you in the day of Judgmene. Then 
you ſhall ſay, Lo, this is our God, our Jeſus, 
we have waited for him, and he will ſave us. 
Then the obje& of our Faith ſhall be the ob- 
ze& of our Sight. Him whom our ſouls have 
loved, and longed for , we ſhall ſee with 
theſe eyes of ours in that day ; We ſhall ſee 
him coming in the clouds with power and 
great glory, we ſhall ſee him not with ſcorn, 
but with admiration, not with trembling, but 
with rejoycing. 

Chriſts firſt Appearance was very mean. 
He appeared as the Son of man, or rather as 
a worm, a reproach of men ; all that ſaw him 
laughed him to ſcorn. But hereafter he ſhall 
appear as the God of all glory, and the 
Judge of quick and dead. In the days of 
his fleſh he appeared as a Priſoner at Pilates 
Bar, and as a Maletafor onthe Croſs; then 
indeed he ſtood charged with the fins of all 
his 
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his people, but in the day. of Judgment he 
ſhall appear without fin unto their ſalya- 
tion. 

The glorious preſence of the Lord, that 
ſhall be as a devouring Fire to conſume his 
Enemies, ſhall be a warm Sun to refreſh his 
Saints. And that day, that ſhall be a day of 
terrour to guilty ſinners, (hall be to us a day 
of refreſhing from the preſence of the Lord. 

It's wonderful to think, what infinite ho- 
nours and priviledges ſhall be conferred up- 
on us (poor duſtand aſhes) in that day. How 
we ſhall be caught up in a Chariot of clouds, 
and ſhall meet the Lord in the air, where we 
ſhall receive kind ſalutations from him, and 
ſmiles, and bleflings, and acknowledgments 
of ſervice, and Crowns of glory, and ſhall be 
made his Aﬀeſſors whiles he is judging the 
world, and after all this, ſhall attend him in- 
to his glorious Palace, where we ſhall ever be 


with the Lord Let us comfore one another 


with theſe words. 
The very thought of Chriſts laſt Appear- 
ance, how ſweet is it to a believing ſoul ! - 
This day of Life; is a day of Trouble; bnt 
+ 1 the 
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Uſe 1, 


1 Cor. 4.) 
i Cor, 6. world, but in the Lords day we ſhall judge the 
3 world, Angels, and men. 


the day of Judgment, is a day of Redem- 
ption. | 
This is a day of Confeſſion , but that is a 
day of Abſolution. 

Here we are ſlain all the day long, but that 
15 our Coronation-day. 


Here in Mans day we are judged by the 


O moſt bleſſed day, that ever ſhone, being 
thus enlightned by the bright and glorious 
Appearance of the Sun of Righteouſneſs ! 

Now if Death and Judgment are thus 
ſweetned , and blefledly altered through. 
Chriſt,asyou have heard ; then O how happy 
are the Saints departed. Rev. 1413. Bleſſed are 
the dead which dye in the Lord from henceforth, 
They are Bleſſed from -henceforth ; Here 
their Blefledne(ſs commences, even 1a this ſame. 
point which puts a period to their, fins and 
ſorrows. »"And the Spirit of God bid his 
Amanuenſis write it down, as a remarkable 
note, that a Chriſtians Blefſedneſ(s takes date 
fromthe time. of his death. Till then he was. 
a wictclied ſufferer under a hody of death, 

| and 
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and 'a maſs' of corruption, *but now he is a 
bleſſed Triumpher. His fins have left him, 


his good works follow him, and Heaven 


affords him Reſt. 


I confeſs, 'tis a common Errour among the 


worſt of men, that when they die, they ſhall 
be at reſt ; and in their pains, they will wifh 
to die, that they may go to reſt. But alas, 
'tis only thoſe that die in the Lord, that ſhall 
reſt from theit labours. Curſed are they 
that die out of the Lord, that die in the old 


Adam only, and upon the old (core. 


I have 


ſpoke nothing all'thi#while in favour of the 
unregenerate 3 Let'them not boaſt with A- 
gag, ſurely the bitterneſs of death is paſt, for 


death will hew them in pieces, as the unmer- 


ciful Executioner of Divine Juſtice. 


They 


that die out of Chriſt, die in all the fins that 
ever they have committed. - Thoſe dread- 


ful words- which our Saviour-ſpoke to the 


Phariſeep; wilt feacf{ them-*-2Te foal Hie'in PS 


your 'ſins 3 and'hither go, ye tanndt tome. 
Their dying, alas; what is/ it but a'going to 
c3'1 3Q C', ol 


Hell ? PLUTOTY: 01.91 


"As the rich Gliztarywhen hedied;the next 


news 


Joh.8. 24. 
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news that we bear of him.is, that he is in Hell ; 
The Devil did not make him roar till he had 
him there. Death ſtings a wicked. man, and 
leaves itsſting in him, and caſts all its venomi 
upon him. 

A wicked man is a great loſer by his death ; 
he loſes all he is worth, he loſes his Heaven 
here, his Paradiſe, and his hearts delight ; 
Death ſends him intoanother world begging. 
And he that had his Cups of Wine here, 
would there be glad of Drops of Water. He 
is a great ſufferer by his death ; for it is the 
Devils Trap, wherein he takes his ſoul; it is 
the Door of Hell, which lets him into that 
abhorred place of everlaſting Torments, 

_ But, O how ſafe and quiet are thoſe that 
are fallen aſleep in Jeſus | They are reſting 
ſecurely, they are unconcerned in the trou- 
bleſom affairs and changes of this life : no- 

i@. 6-16- thing diſturbs their reſt. Abrobham 5s ignorant 
of 5,{aiththe Church; but he is Acquainted 
with God and Chriſt, and that is ſufficient. 
He is ignorant of us and our Calamities, but 
he is ſenſible of his own Mercies. 

Alas, bere:can be no perfe@t happineſs on 

this 
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this ſide death ; for whiles we are preſent with 
the body, we are abſent from the Lord. 

It was excellently ſpoke of Queen Eliza. 
beth, ** Whiles I cail things paſt ctomind, be- 
* hold things preſerit, and expe@ things to 
* come, I hold them happieſt that go hence 
* ſooneſt. 

Surely all the Faithful have cauſe to bleſs 
the Lord for a ſtate ofmortality. Fob loath- 
ed to think of a ſtate of immortality upon 


earth, Chap. 7. 16. Tloathit, I would not job7.16 


live always. The ſoul of this righteous man 
was like a bird caged or pinioned, and if ſhe 
had her freedom, ſhe would ſoon flie away, 
and be at reft. What delight could ſhe 
take in ſuch an unclean cage, in ſtch a rotten, 
ulcerous body, in ſuch a baſe treacherous 
world ? ſhe would fain be gone, and is wait- 
ivg and requeſting for leave. It was once the 
ſpeech of a good man, © I have been ſeeking 
& death theſe forty years, and cannot find it. 
« ] care not when, nor where, nor how die; 
And ſeeing our lives be ſo miſerable, it is 
our happineſs that they be mortal. Truly 
our condition would be very ſad, if we 


ſhould 
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ſhould have immortal fins, immortal cares, 
immortal mi{cries , but death proves mortal 
to them all. And whereas our bodies ſhall 
be recovered from a ſtace of death in the 
Reſurre&ion, our fins and ſorrows die and 
riſe no more. | 

I muſt needs ſay, 'Tis an happineſs to be 
Chriſts Souldier in the field of this World, 
but O how happy are his Courtiers ! They 
ace reſting in their beds, whiles we are toiling 
in the houſe of bondage. :They are ſinging 
on the Shore, whiles we are floating on the 
Waves : we are ſowing in tears, but they are 
reaping in joy, and rejoycing as in the joy of 
harveſt. We are wreſtling with Devils, but 
they are converſing with Angels. 

But when the Lord Feſus ſhall deſcend ſrom 
Heawen with a ſhout, with the woice of the 
Arcbangel , and the Trump of God, then ſhall 
theſe blefled ſouls attend upon him ; and they 
ſhall nmmediately recover their proper bodies 
after their Jong ſeparation ; aud then ſoul and 
body ſhall mutually comfort and welcome 
one another , and rejoyce together, being 
both dreiled up into a conformity to the glo- 
rious 
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rious Image of God, the King of Glory, and 
arrayed ſuitably to the ſolemnity of that 
day. 

Imagine we two Travellers {weetly and ſo- 
ciably walking together, till night overtakes 
them 3 one of them loſes himſelf in the dark, 
and being tired with his gourney, lies down, 
and falls aſleep ; The other being more vi- 
gorous and lively, walks on till he ſpies a 
light in a ſtately Lodge, there he knocks, and 
finds good.entertainment, and is kindly in- 
vited to ſtay. There he refreſhes himſelf af- 
ter his travel, and enjoys himſelf : yet he 
wiſhes for the company of his fellow-travel- 
ler to compleat his felicity. When morning 
light appears, he goes out, and ſeeks his Com- 
panion that had been ſleeping upon the cold 
earth all night ; there he renews his acquaint+ 
ance with him , and brings him into the pre- 
ſence of his new-found friend , where they 
both ſhare in his courteſte and bounty. 

Theſc two Travellers are the ſoul and bo- 
dy of a Chriſtian. Their days journey the 
twelve hours of their life 3 the night is' death. 
Both walk friendly together, till night parts 

TE: -. them; 
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them 3 the weary body falls aſleep ; the aftive 
ſoul keeps on her way till ſhe comes to the 
light of Heaven , where ſhe is moſt kindly 
treated by the Lord and his Angels. But yet 
inthe midſt of her entertainment, ſhe cannot 
forget her old mate, bur is ready to ſay, 
Lord, I bave a body below , which uſed to 
pray with me, and to faſt for me. Well, it 
15 not Jong e're morning-light appears, and 
then the ſoul looks abroad, and takes ac- 
quaintance with her body, and carries it into 
the preſence of her noble and gracious Lord, 
where both are welcomed with his Smiles, 


_ andenriched with his Favours. Such honour 


have all his Saints. 

How happy is our Friend departed ? She 
is with her Father above, with her Husband 
above, and with her Children in Glory. 

I ſhall not infiſt much on her praiſes : for 
though Solomon ſaith, A wertuous woman ſhall 
be praiſed : yet he ſays in another place, Her 
own works ſhall praiſe her in the gate. 

They that knew her moſt, loved her beſt. 

Among ſeveral good things that were 
found in her, there are four which I would 
not 


S.. 
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not have” buried: with her in the Duſt, but 
ſhall publiſh them as worthy of your Imi- 
tation. 

1, Her private Converſings with God. 

2. Her affeftionate Hearing of Gods 
Word. 


3- Her profeſſed Eſteem of the Merits of 


her Saviour. 

4. Her frequent, ſavoury Diſcourſes of 
her own Mortality. 

Her Infirmities ſhe oft bewailed, and they 
ſerved but to enhance the price of her Savi- 
ours Blood. She profeſſed the was willin 
to die, that ſhe might ceaſe from ſin ; And 
upon her Death-bed ſhe rezayced in hope of 
the Glory of God; She hath lefe us ſuch 
Evidences of her Holineſs, that» we:doubt 
not of her Happine(s. And bow happy are 
the Saints departed! 


Again, Learn from, hence how tojdie, and U/ 2. 


how to prepare for Judgment. - We all 
know, we muſt die ; but who knows how to 
die ? Death is the way of all the Earth, but 
an happy death is a way that few find 
out. Now lecing we cannot make a Cove- 
.D 2 nant 
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nant with Death, fetus labour to have Death 
in'the Covenant. 'Wouldſt thou die and go 
to the Grave in pcace ? 

Then 1. Meditate on the Deathof Chriſt. 
Some harden themſelves againſt the fear of 
death, becaulc tis the general Lot of. Man- 


.kind : All muſt die, ſay they. It 5s appointed 


for all men once to die. But alas, what Com- 
fort can' it be toithem' to be bound up in a 
Bundle of Tares, and to be caſt into unquen- 
chable fire? But, poor Chriſtian, let this 
be thy Comfort; that death was the/Lot of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that he hath conſecrated. a dying 
ſtate for us in his own Body, and that be pour- 
ed forth his Soul unto death, that our Souls 
might be bound up in the Bundle. of Life. 
The Life of - our Souls lies in the Blood: of 
Chriſt. O my Beloved, take heed of flight- 
ing a crucified Chriſt. They that are againſt 
Chriſt, either in their Judgments or Hearts, 
that diſpute againſt him, or live againſt him, 
ſeem to hate their own Souls, and to be in 
love with Damnation, as it is in Prov. 8. ult. 
How can ſuch ever look death. in the face, 
that hide their faces from Chriſt, and eſteem 
him 
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him not ? Where will they find ſuch another 
Saviour ? In vain do you run from Mountain 
to Hill, Chriſt, Chriſt alone can ſecure you 
froin the Plagues and Helliſh terrors of death. 
He is the Foundation of an Holy life and 
Happy death. The readieſt way to learn 
this long Art of dying well, is to ſtudy the 
Death of Chriſt. Now the Intendment of 
the Death of Chriſt, was not meerly to teach 
us to die Patiently, but to enable us to die 
Comfortably. And it thou wouldſt de- 
partthis Life in peace, then firſt poſleſs thy 
Soul-with a right apprehenſion of the Death 
of Chriſt. Study the words of the Apoſtle, 
Chriſt was once offered to bear the ſins of many, 
and to them that 150k for him ſhall -he appear 
the ſecond time , without ſin, unto ſalvation. 
In theſe words, you have four things rouch- 
ing the Death of Chriſt very conſiderable. 

. The Death andBlood of Chriſt was Vi- 
carious, inſtead of many. Many deaths were 
ſummed up in his one death. He was ojjered 
upon the Croſs, to bear the ſins of many The 

_ thoughr he died worthily for his own 
ſins, for Blaſphemy and-Treaſon : No, bur 
It 
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it was our Blaſphemies and Treaſons, our fins 
againſt God and Man, that he died for. Iſa. 
5 3- 4-- ---We did eſteem him ftriken, ſmitten of 
God, and afflicjed ( wiz, for his own figs ; that 
was thetr great miſtake, which the Church of 
God correQs inthe next verſe.) But he was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſrons, be was bruiſed 
for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace 
was upon him. 

2. Obſerve, Chriſts deaths was an Offer- 
ing 3 He was offered in Sacrifice ro God up- 
on the Altar of the Croſs. He did notfall as 
a Sacrifice to the Rage of the nk ( for he 
could eaſily have reſcued himſelf our of their 
hands ) but he was offered up to the Juſtice 
of his Father. Eph. 5. 2 ----Chrift bath lo- 
wed us, and bath given himſelf for us, an of- 
fering and a ſacrifice to God. for a ſweet ſmel- 
ling ſavour. | 

3- Inreſpect of fin, Chriſts death was not 
only Penal, but alſo Expiatory. He bore the 
fins of many, z. e. the -puniſhment due to 
chem, even what was equivalent to a thou- 
{and Hells. There are not ſuch Torments 
to be foundin Hell, as he ſuffered upon the 
| Crols, 
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Croſs, where he bore the ſins of his people. And 
yet he did ſo fully diſcharge himſelf of fin, 
that at his ſecond Coming, he ſhall appear 
without fin. | 
4. In reſpeR of his Enemies, the Death of 
Chriſt was Vicorious. Once he was devo- 
ted for his people, Curled, Tortured by a 
bitter death : But in death he overcame 
Death, and all the Powers of Hell. And 
therefore Death could not hold him, the 
Grave could not detain him, the wicked One 
could not touch him, Heaven could not re- 
fuſe him. Hedied once for (in, but he ſhall 
die no more, for his death was Triumphanc 
over fin : And he ſhall ſhortly appear with- 
out (in, to the terror of his Enemies, and the 
Salvation of his dear People. 

We ſhould treaſure up ſuch [weet Notions 
of a dying Jeſus, to prepare us-againſt our 
dying day. 

Todie, my Friends, is a ſolemn Work ; it 
15 a loud Summons that calls the Soul to ap- 
pear before her Judge. We go from Fune- 
ral to Funeral, and may ſee death riding 


through our Towns, but little do we think 
what 


Mat, 25. 


Joh. 11, 
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what it is to have Death come home to our 
ſelves. O what ſtrange thoughts of heart, 
what hurryiog of paſlions will the fight of 
death beget, when it layes cloſe Siege to a 
man, and begins to 4 its breaches upon 
the Body. Then the Soul views and reviews 
herſelf ; As all the Virgins looked into their 
vellels, kin they were awakned by the loud 
Cry at midnight, to ſee if they had Oyl for 
their Lamps. Then all the ſigns of Grace, 
and grounds of Hope muſt be brought to 
tryal;z then ſhe examines whether her matters 
be right and good, whether her condition be 
ſafe. But be it ſafe or perillous, death comes 
in haſte, as Martha to her Siſter, The Maſter 
35 come, and calls for thee ; and thou muſt 
away : Then all the world could not redeem 
one hour for Repentance. Now how if thou 
ſhouldſt be-ſurpriſed, and taken away by a 
ſudden ſtroke, and arreſted by death, before 
thou haſt well _ of it, what a ſad blow 
would that be ? 

O therefore now be wile, be wile, for thy 
(elf; Iris a great point of wiſdom to conſider 


peut. 32. OUT Jatter end 3 As the Lord ſaith, O that 


they 
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they were wiſe to conſider their latter end [ 
beſeech you therefore, familiarize death in 
your thoughts, make it near. What think- 
eſt thou ? Durſt thou dye this night ? Durſt 
thou meet thy Judge this night ? Thy heart, 
it may be,trembles at the thoughts of this O 
ſpare me alittle. But then ask thy (elf, why 
.thou wouldſt not dye,what art afraid of? Let 
me offer ſome conſolatory Meditations to a 
poor Soul that is trembling under the fears of 
death. Art thou afraid of the wrath of God ? 
Then meditate, But Chriſt died as a propi- 
tiatory Sacrifice to ſatisfie the Juſtice of God. 
He drank off the very dregs of Gods wrathin 
the Cup of his Death. 
Art thou afraid of lofing thy Soul for ever? 
O but Jeſus Chriſt died for the Redemption 
of poor Souls. His Soul went for our Souls, 
and his life for our life. He gawe bis life 2 
ranſom for many, Mat. 26. 28. The price of 
Ohriſts Blood is a Souls Ranſom. 
Art thou afraid of falling ſhort of Heaven? ,. 

But the Death of Chriſt opened our paſſage 


fo. Heaven. The renting of the vail of his He. 10. 


E bleſſed '** 
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blelied Body made an open paſſage into the 
Holy of Holies. . 

Art thvu afraid thy fins ſhould find thee 
out1n another world 2 Then meditate, The 
Joh. 1.19. Lamb of Go?q, that great Sacrifice, takes away 

the ſin of the world. Sin was condemned in 
the Death of Chriſt, and receives ics final 
execution in the death of a Chriſtian. 

Art thou afraid the Law ſhould condemn 
thee ? Then remember, the Death of Chriſt 
hath rcbated the edge of the Law, and hath 

Gal. 3-13. aboliſhed the Curſe of the Law. 

Art thou afraid the Devijs ſhould fetch 
feb.3.14- away thy ſoul at death ? But the Lord Jeſus 
hath deſtroyed him that had the power of death, 
and hath bruiſed the Serpencs head, by the 
power of his death. 

Thus you ſhould anoint your heads againſt 

our Funeral, with che precious Oyatmene 
of the Name of Chriſt, and bathe your ſouls 
in ſuch heavenly comfortable Meditations. ® 

2. It is not enough for us to meditate on 
the Death of Chriſt, but we muſt apply it to 


our ſelves by a lively Faith, that k may have 
an 
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an influence upon our death. Haye Faith in 
the Blood of Chriſt. The Blood of Chriſt is 
the Wine and Marrow of the Goſpel-feaſt, 
the ſtrength of our Sacraments, the foundacti. 
on of an everlaſting Covenant. This Blood 
ſeaſons all the mercies of a Believer, (anQikes 
all his offerings ; It makes his heart chearful, 
his life comfortable, his death precious, his 

rave {weet, his ſoul fit to enter into: the 
Holy of Holies. O derive the ſtream of it 
upon thy {oul. 

Thou canſt not inſtantly believe that 
Chriſt died for thee, yet labour ro ſtay thy 
heart upon the ſatisfaQion, ſufficiency, and 
worthineſs of the Death of Chriſt. Hide thy 
ſelf in the clefts of the Rock, the Wounds of 
thy Saviour. Embrace a crucified Chriſt, 
and lay him in thy heart, as Joſeph did in his 
Garden. Why hath the Righteous hope in 
his death, but hecauſe he hath Faith in the 
Death of Chriſt ? A living Faith in a dying 
Chriſt is a ſoveraign remedy againſt the 
plagues of death, and an infallible prevention 
of the pains of Hell. Foh. 11, 26. Whoſo- 
E 2 ever 
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ever lives and believes in me, he ſhall never 
die, as we read it. But yes, he ſhall die once 
by Gods appointment ; but he ſhall not die 
&; Ty aire, (as in Ociginal) He ſhall not die 
ever, he ſhall not die to eternity. Death 5s caſt 
into the lake of fire. They that are thrown 
intothe Lake of fire, meet with death there : 
In the Lake of fire they are ever dying. But 
he that hath faith in the Blood of Chriſt, paſ- 
({eth from death to life. What was it that 
gave the Iſraelites (afe paſſage through the 
Red Sea? Read Heb. 11. 29. By faith they 
paſſed through the Red Sea as by dry land; 
which the Egyptians (through preſumption) 
aſſaying to do, were drowned. Even ſo death 
will drown us and ſink us into Hell, if we 
have nor Faith to clear our paſlage for ur. 
Laſtly, Would you hold up your heads in 
the day of Judgment, then look ſor the Co- 
mirgof Chriſt. Wo be tp thole ſouls to 
whom Chriſt ſhall come unlooked for. O 
how ſadly ſha]l the drowfie world be ſurpri- 
ſed by the ſudden Appearance of Chrilt ! 
Bur Chriſt ſhall appear to the Salvation of 
thoſe 


of Mrs. Clare Wittewronge. 


37 


thoſe faithful Servants, that are watching 
and waiting for his ſecond Coming. He 
ſhall come to them, not as a Thicf in the 
night, but as a Friend inthe day. Faith and 
Love combine together in an earneſt expe- 
Aation of Chriſt, and that is the reaſon, that 
it is ſo kindly accepted, and ſo richly reward- 
ed. Andtherefore, good Chriſtians, keep 
watching , if you have any affeQion for 
Chriſt. Cannot you watch one hour ? It is 


but yet 4 little while, and he-that ſhall come, tied. 16. 


will come and will not tarry. You have but *” 


two things to do, and Chriſt will either mcet 
you or ſend for you ; and that is to finiſh 
your work, andto fill up the meaſure of your 
Graces. God hath ſomething to do for us, 
and ſomething to do by us, and then he will 
take us to himſelf. 

1. We muſt be careful to diſpatch our 


buſineſs, and to finiſh our Task. Herod Luke 14. 


; : : 
might chreaten death, but our Saviour could * 


not die till he had finiſhed the work which God 

ave him to do. So neither ſhall a Chriſtian 
die, til] his work be done. We read, AS. 13. 
36. 
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6. David after he had ſerved his own gene- 
ration by the will of God, fell on ſleep. Or, as 
others read it, When David had ſerved the will 
of God in his age and generation, &-c. Both 
are true ; He was (erviceable to Cod, and an 
uſeful Inſtrument in the Church ; and when 
all his work was ended, he fell on fleep, and 
{weetly reſtcd in the Lord. 

2. Again, We mult fl] up the meaſure of 
our Graces. There is a certain meaſure and 
proportion of Grace aſligned to every Mem- 
ber of the Body of Chriſt. Some have more, 
ſome leſs : Every one ſhall have his proper 
ſufficient meaſure. A Chriſtian ſhall not en- 
rer into Glory, till he hath received his mea» 
ſure of Grace. Read the Parable of the ſeed 
growing ſecretly, Mark 4. 26, 27, 28, 29. 
And obſerve that paſſage, After that the full 
corn is inthe ear, and the fruit is ripe, immedi- 
ately be putteth in the ſick/e. When our Grace 
14s like full Corn in the ear, when the fruit of 
Gods Spirit is ripe in us, then immediately 
comes the fickle of Death 5 then we are meet 
to be partakers of an inheritance with the Saints 
in light, Othen we ſhall come and appear be- 
fore. God. Confider 
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Conſider what hath been ſaid z For, you 1? 1. 
ſee, all fleſh is graſs, and all the glory of man as MY 
the flower of the graſs ; the graſs withers, the 
flower thereof falls away ; But the Word of the 


Lord endures for ever. 
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